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U.S. FOREIG:: POLICY IM THE ELECTION YEAR 
ANNCR 3 FOREIGH POLICY IS LECOMLIIS AN INPORTA!T ISSUE IN THE 
AHERICAM PRESIDENTIAL ELECTIO’---A'D THAT FACT CAI POSE 
PROBLEMS COTH HERE AD AGROAD, VOA HES ARALYST ROMALD J. 
DUNLAVEY PISCUSSES THE SuTu SCT: 
VOICE: 

AT A RONS CONFERENCE THURSDAY, SEFORE HE LEFT FOR AFRICA, 
SECRETARY OF STATE KISSI CEP MAS ASKED A NUMBER OF QUESTIONS 
RELATIiG TO THE TiiPACT OF THE PLOSIDENTIAL ELECTION! ON THE CONDUCT 
OF AGERICAN FORCIGH POLICY. THE EXCHANGES LHICY FOLLO'NED--- 
CETWEEN FIR. KISSIMGE:: AND 11S QUISTIONERS---IiCICATS THE EXTENT 


TO ‘NICH COUNCERM APOUT FORTIC POLICY IS RUKNING HOT TOO FAR 


CEHIND THE STATE OF THE TiATI™ AL ECT "OY AS A CAHPAIGH ISSUE. 


Tis A TSHELL, "IAT HAS HAPPTID IS THAT THT FORD ADHINISTRATIOM! 
HAS GEEH ACCUSED OF “'EAKNESS If’ FORT IG: POLICY--OF NOT KEEPING 
THE COUNTRY'S iIILITARY PEFE: SES AT AN ADEQUATE LEVAL, OF PER- 
FITTING DETENTE TO CECOME A Off-"AY STREET FAVORING TH SOVIET 
UNIO:!, OF FAILING TO REACT STRONGLY TO SOVIET HOVES I!! AFRICA, 
AMD OF NEGLECTING UMETED STATCS INTERESTS IN THE PAMAA CANAL 
NEGOTIATIONS. SOND OF THIS CRITICISi. HAS COME FROM CANDIDATES 
LIKE SENATOR HEHRY JACKSON, "HO SECit THE DEOCRATIC PARTY'S 
NOMINATION, CUT EVEr NORE OF LT HAS COi:E FROM RONALD REAGAN, 
THE FORHIER GOVERMOR OF CALIFO'UNIIA, WH) IS SEEKING TO REST THE 
REPUBLICAS MOIERATIO: FROM: PRESIDE!'T FORD. 

THE ADMINISTRATIO:: HAS COTH DEFE DEL ITSELF AND COUI'!TER- 
ATTACKED, PRESIDENT FORD HIiiSELF HAS DE IED THE ALLEGATIONS 
OF HILITARY WEAKNESS AND OF SOFT'ZSS IN NEGOTIATIONS, WHILE AT 
THE SAME TINE ACCUSING GOVERNOR REAGAr OF IRRESPONSICILITY. 
AID SECRETARY KISSINGIR, AT THURSDAY'S NE''S CONFERENCE, INSISTED 
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THAT THE UNITED STATES WOULD CONTINUE ON WHAT HE CALLED ITS 
“THWO-TRACK" POLICY TONARD THE SOVIET UNION---TO RESIST EXPAN- 
SIONIST MOVES AND IRRESPONSIBLE ACTIONS, BUT AT THE SAME TIME 
TO CONTINUE \ORKING FOR A GETTER RELATIONSHIP. HE CONCEDED 

THAT IN A PRESIDENTIAL ELECTION YEAR THERE IS ALWAYS A TENDENCY 
AVIAY FROM CRAMATIC NEW FOREIGN POLICY INITIATIVES THAT MIGHT BE 
CONSTRUED AS HAVING A PARTISAN POLITICAL MOTIVATION, BUT, 

HE SAID, THE BASEC AND WELL~ESTABLISHED POLICIES---INCLUDING THE 
SEARCH FOR A STRATEGIC ARMS AGREEMENT WITH THE SOVIET UNTON--- 
WILL BE PURSUED, ELECTION YEAR OR NOT. 

AS HE HAS DOHE ON OTHER OCCASIONS, SECRETARY KISSINGER EX- 
PRESSED CONCERN THAT ACCUSATIONS OF AMERICAN MILITARY WEAKIIESS 
AND FAILURE OF WILL MAY GIVE THE WRONG IMPRESSION ABROAD-- 
LEADING TO THE ERRONEOUS CONCLUSION THAT THE UNITED STATES LACKS 
EITHER THE POWER OR THE CONVICTIO;. TO ACT DECISIVELY WHEN 
NECESSARY. COPT.) THIS SAME COHNCERH VAS ECHOED IN A RECENT 
ARTICLE BY CHARLES YOST, FORHER U:LITED STATES AMCEASSADOR TO THE 
UNITED NATIONS, LEBELLIi3G ACCUSATIONS OF MILITARY WEAKNESS AS 
"POLITICAL QUACKERY," HR, YOST VRCTE: “WITHOUT LIFTING A FINGER 
OR USING A WEAPON, THE SOVIET UNION MIGHT OVER TIME ACHIEVE 
CONSIDERABLE POLITICAL ADVANTAGE IN EUROPE AND THE THIRD WORLD 
FROM THOSE HO, ERRONEOUSLY, MIGHT THINK THE UNITED STATES WAS 
WEAK OR IMPOTENT." CEND OPT) AT THE SAME TIME, MR, KISSINGER 
ADDED THAT HE THOUGHT OTHER COUI’TRIES KNOW ENOUGH ABOUT AMERICAN 
POLITICAL CAMPAIGNS TO REALIZE THAT CA!:IDIDATES--AS HE PUT IT--- 
"SOMETIMES GET CARRIED AUVAY CY THE EXUPERANCE OF THEIR SPEECH 
WRITERS." HO DOUDT, CRITICISM OF THE FORD ADHINISTRATION'S FOREIGN 
POLICY WELL CONTINUE, FOR THERE ARE THOSE WHO FEEL STRONGLY 


THAT IT IS DEFICIENT IN MANY WAYS, WHAT IS IMPORTANT IS THAT, 
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IN SITTING IN JUDGEMENT ON THIS DEDCATE, OSSERVERS BOTH HERE AND 
ACROAD SHOULD REHEMBER THAT THIS IS AN ELECTION YEAR, AND TO 
DISTINGUISH GETVEEN THE RCALITICS AND THE EXAGGERATIONS. 


PCA/GH 


